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content of the newspaper and strive 
to report news accurately, objectively 
and completely. The Shield is an open 
forum for student expression and aims 
to communicate the concerns of the 
student body as well as the faculty, 
staff and Aquinas community. 

Editor-in-Chief
Jacob Dotterweich

Managing/Campus News Editor
Madison Petracek

Centerspread Editor
Annie Schugart

Features Editor
Bryan Zack

Entertainment Editor
Michael Estes

Sports Editor
Ben Gartland

Reporters
Shannon Becker, Troy Hilderhof, 

Jack Pauley

Adviser
Matt Hallauer

Advertising
 The Shield sells advertisements 
to help with publication costs. All ads 
will be subject to the same scrutiny 
as stories. The Shield will not print 
obscenities or any ads promoting 
products illegal to those under the 
age of 18. For advertising, please 
call (913) 319-2460 or visit our site 
online at www.STAsaints.net/Shield.

Subscriptions
 Subscriptions to The Shield are 
$2 per issue. Subscriptions can be 
sent to Saint Thomas Aquinas High 
School c/o Matt Hallauer.

Letters Policy
 Letters may be accepted by 
The Shield, provided that they are 
signed and do not contain libelous 
statements. The Shield reserves the 
right to edit the letters for grammar, 
obscenity, or space consideration, 
and also reserves the right to not 
print a letter.

Events calender
Thursday Homecoming Mass, 9:30 a.m.

Friday Homecoming tailgate, 5 p.m.

 Football game, 7 p.m.

Saturday Homecoming dance, 8 p.m.

Oct. 2 Field hockey at Saint Thomas Aquinas, 4 p.m.

Oct. 5 End of 1st quarter

Oct. 8 No school: Faculty Faith Formation

Oct. 9 Teen Read Week begins

 Soccer: Washburn Rural, 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 11 Cross country league championship, 4 pm

 Volleyball: Triangular vs. St. James, St. Teresa’s

Oct. 12 Band Senior Night at the football game

 Last scheduled home football game

 Girls Tennis state championship

Oct. 15 No school: Parent-Teacher Conferences

 Girls Golf state championship

Oct. 17-20 Kairos retreat for seniors

Oct. 17 All-School Test Day (PSAT) for sophomores, juniors

Oct. 18 All-School Test Day (PLAN/ACRE) for freshmen, sophomores

 Soccer hosts Blue Valley West, 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 25 Grandparents Day Mass, 9:30 a.m.
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Inside and out, 11411 Pflumm has progressed

Though the face of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas has been largely 
unchanged since 1988, many 
parts of the school have adapted 
to the times.

When Aquinas first started, 
only a small part of the school 
was air conditioned. The only 
places cooled were the commons 
and the main school offices.

Students had to put up with 
the summer heat during the 
school hours. The boys would 
roll up their pants to their knees 
in effort to keep cool.

Homerooms were a part of 
the schedule at the beginning 
of the day at Aquinas during 
the first years. The homerooms 
were separated by class, and each 
teacher had a homeroom.

Outside the classrooms, the 
hallways looked a little different 
from that of other schools. Stu-
dents were surprised by the large 
size of the lockers.

The hallway floors in 1988 
were covered with carpet. A ma-
jor bonus of the carpet was that 
it was very quiet. 

As good as an idea as it 
sounded, there were many prob-
lems with it. It did not take much 
of a rainstorm to make the carpet 
drenched. When students would 
come to school in the rain, they 
would make the carpet wet sim-
ply by walking down the halls.

Rain wasn’t the only threat 
to the carpets, according to his-
tory teacher Elizabeth Vrabac.

“On some occasions, stu-
dents would bring drinks such as 
coffee and soda into the hallways 
and they would sometimes spill, 
then it was just a pain to try 
to clean it up,” said Vrabac, a 
teacher at Aquinas since Day 1.

Even-
tually, the 
situation 
became so 
bad that odor 
was begin-
ning to lurk 
throughout 
the building.

Accord-
ing to Student Formation Office 
Manager  Cyndy Novacek, uni-
forms have not changed much in 
25 years. Novacek had children 
enrolled at Aquinas almost every 
year from 1988 to 2002 and 
started working at Aquinas in 
1995. However, she said students 
were prohibited from having 

logos on their shirts and skirts 
were a little longer.

Another noticeable change 
was what the land across Pflumm 
Road looked like. In the early 
years, the land was mostly made 
up of cornfields. Today, develop-

ers have filled 
almost every 
acre.

For the 
first three years, 
Pflumm Road 
was a two-lane 
road with ditches 
along the sides. 
The road along 

Aquinas in 1988 looked similar to 
how it looks like south of 142nd 
Street and Pflumm Road.

With the narrow road, ac-
cidents were bound to happen. 
During the first bad snow storm, 
students were wiping out and 
having wrecks in the ditches by 
the school.

The south side of the school 
has changed as well. 

When Aquinas first opened, 
there was no theater, and the 
entire south side of the building 
into the commons was made up 
of glass windows, similarly to 
how the north side of the com-
mons looks like now.

During the winter, the area 
by the windows would get very 
cold, and all it took to cool down 
the school was to prop the front 
two doors open.

Also, there was a time when 
the clock on the south side of the 
building actually worked. 

Mass during the first years 
took place in the commons. The-
atrical performances were held on 
the Commons stage. The current 
room of the Little Saints served 
as the backstage of the commons 
theater.g

Saint Thomas Aquinas has 
become a more comfortable, 
cleaner location with more 
opportunties for success.

TROY HILDERHOF
Reporter

Brian Treff | Shield newspaper January 1991

Pflumm Road, a two-lane road with ditches, carried visitors to Saint Thomas Aquinas in 1991. The project to widen Pflumm to a four-lane road with curbs began in February that year and ended in Octo-
ber. The final restoration, including adding grass, was scheduled for the spring of 1992. One entrance was closed at a time during the summer to complete the project.   

The first few years includ-
ed a rural setting, soggy 
carpet, a little theater and 
no air conditioning.
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The campus, as a whole, is transformed

Many aspects of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas have adapted to 
the school’s growing population 
and transforming student needs.

From 1988 to 2005, enroll-
ment rose steadily. There were 
447 students enrolled at Aquinas 
in the first year, and the Saints 
population nearly tripled by 
2004-2005 to a record 1,319 
students in a school designed by 
local architect Frank Grimaldi 
for 1,000 students. 

To fit all of the additional 
students, the basement was con-
verted from storage space into 
classrooms, the so-called “SMC” 
building for the University of 
Saint Mary was built, and water 
fountains were removed from Se-
nior Hall to fit in more lockers.

Finally, the opening of St. 
James Academy in 2005 and 
other local factors helped bring 
enrollment down to its current 
population of 936 students. 

According to numbers 
provided by the administration, 
tuition costs have also risen regu-
larly. The first Saints required 
$1,800 tuition. Tuition had 
doubled by 1998-1999 to $3,625, 
and is now $7,800.

Much construction has oc-
curred since the first year:

• 1991: added stadium
• 1998: added theater
• 2003: added auxiliary gym 

and wireless technology
• 2005: renovated chapel
• 2006: renovated science labs
• 2010: renovated commons 

floor and bathrooms
• 2012: renovated stadium 

field, added visitor bleach-
ers G

JACOB DOTTERWEICH
Editor-in-Chief

Saint Thomas Aquinas con-
tinually reacted to changes in 
population, technology 
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1992 Medallion

An a capella choir performs during dinner theater. The commons stage was used for 
dinner theatre, musicals, and plays. The current Little Saints room was used a dress-
ing room. The theater used today was not built until the fall of 1998.   

1998 Medallion

Students stand in the carpeted hallways. The carpets, over the years, 
became extremely dirty. Occasionally drinks were spilled and on rainy 
days the carpet was soaked from students walking down the halls.   



Saint Thomas Aquinas 
students, faculty and alumni have 
another reason to celebrate the 
school’s 25th year—being named 
a National Blue Ribbon School.

Being awarded this honor 
means that Aquinas is one of the 
best schools in the nation. Only 
50 private schools across the 
country received the award, with 
only five being Catholic high 
schools.

“It validates that we are one 
of the best schools in America,” 
President Bill Ford said. “And 
what Blue Ribbon folks say is 
that we are not looking for just 
good schools, because there are a 
lot of good schools out there. We 
are looking for great schools.”

Aquinas certainly fits into 
the category of being a great 
school. Academics have proven 
to be top-notch at Aquinas. Yet 
what makes the school even 
greater is the well-roundedness.

“The aca-
demic program 
just gets you in 
the hunt (to re-
ceive the award).  
It is the rest of 
it that separates 
everyone else,” 
Ford said. 

In order to 
even apply for the Blue Ribbon 
award, a school must prove their 
testing scores are in the top 15 
percent of the state and nation.  

But academics are just one of 
many factors considered.

The Blue Ribbon committee 

also looked at other major 
features of schools. For Aquinas, 
the service and spiritual aspects 
were major contributing factors 
as well.

Ford said there are three 
major goals for students at Aqui-
nas, which are not all academic 
oriented. The first is faith.

“Hopefully students are 
closer to Christ when they 
graduate than they were when 
they got here,” Ford said.

Tied into the spiritual goal is 
the second goal: 
service.

“I think 
the emphasis 
that we put on 
serving other 
folks, the least 
of our brothers, 
(is significant),” 
Ford said.

Finally comes the academ-
ics. Academics are a strong point 
at Aquinas, yet spirituality and 
service are equally  important.

“There’s the constant push 
towards making certain that 
everyone succeeds, from the kid 

who gets a 36 on his ACT to the 
one who struggles every day,” 
Ford said. “We’re not exclusive.  
Everyone who wants to come (to 
Aquinas) can come here.”

Math teacher Brian Schenck, 
chosen by Ford to work in 
conjunction with fellow math 
teacher Craig Moss, was asked to 
write and complete the applica-
tion for the award.  

This was not an easy process.
“We had to meet a lot of cri-

teria,” Schenck said. “And on top 
of that we had 
to write about 
seven differ-
ent papers ex-
plaining what 
the benefits 
of our school 
were, what 
were some of 
the 
highlights of 
our school, and showing some of 
the empirical evidence as to why 
we are as good as we are.”

The application process was 
certainly not a simple one. When 
asked about the process, Ford 

pulled out a one-inch stack of 
bound papers—the application.  

But in the end it was well 
worth it.

Receiving this award is a 
momentous 
event in 
Saint Thom-
as Aquinas 
history.  
The faculty, 
alumni and 
students 
have all 
contributed 

to the award,  leading Aquinas to 
become one of the best schools 
in the nation.

“It is especially fitting that 
this designation comes as we cel-
ebrate our 25th year as a premier 

Catholic high school in the 
greater Kansas City metropolitan 
area,” Ford said. “As we 
have over these past 25 years, 
we will continue to provide our 
young people with the essential 
skills for a lifetime, nurtured by 
a love for wisdom and truth and 
integrated with faith.”

The award is proof that 
Aquinas has achieved the goal of 
creating well-rounded, successful 
students.

“It’s evidence that we’re 
consistently good in many 
different areas. That’s what I’m 
proud of,” Schenck said.  “And 
to be recognized as one of the 
best in the nation should really 
make us feel like we’ve done a 
good job.” G

2012 Blue Ribbon schools

NUMB3RS
269 total schools 
nationwide received 
the award

+by the

50 Blue Ribbon 
schools are private 
schools

5 Catholic high schools 
received the award

1 other Blue Ribbon school is a 
co-ed Catholic school 

6 schools in Kansas 
received the award
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Saint Thomas Aquinas wins nation’s highest honor

“It validates that we 
are one of the best 
schools in America.”

- Bill Ford,
president

“It’s evidence that we’re 
consistently good in many 
different areas. That’s 
what I’m proud of.”

- Brian Schenck,
math teacher

ANNIE SCHUGART
Centerspread Editor

No award for schools is 
more prestigious than be-
ing named a National Blue 
Ribbon School for overall 
achievement.
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JACK PAULEY
Reporter

Saint Thomas Aquinas began 
its first school year by setting 
precedents for years to come

The first leaders had to be 
outstanding to set the foundation 
for Saint Thomas Aquinas High 
School, and the first year was full 
of accomplishments. Aquinas 
could not be where it is today 
without the first people willing 
to give it a shot.

In 1988, the tone of Aquinas 
was largely set by the school’s 
president, Blake Mulvany. Prior 
to being Aquinas’ president, he 
was the regional administrator 
for Johnson County Catholic 

Schools for four years. Guidance 
Office receptionist Cyndy No-
vacek was then a mother looking 
for the right school for her fresh-
man son, Jay, and Bishop Miege 
High School 
looked like a 
good choice. 
Then she met 
Mulvaney.

“He was 
charismatic, 
he was a go-
getter, and he 
remembered 
peoples’ names, which meant 
a lot,” said Novacek, who sent 
all of her kids to Aquinas from 
1988 to 2002 and has worked at 
Aquinas since 1995.

Without the first students of 
Aquinas laying the foundation, 

our school would not be where it 
is today.  

The first student council 
president, Anne (Garbee) Smith, 
started a tradition of strong 

student 
leadership.  

Smith 
was involved 
in mak-
ing tough 
choices like 
the dress 
code and the 
mascot.

“ I can say it was a good 
learning experience for us, al-
though not an easy one.”  Smith 
said. “I felt ready for the chal-
lenge, and was excited about the 
possibilities of leading the new 
student body.”

To get to the 73 state cham-
pionship banner hanging today, 
the Saints needed to make a mark 
early.  The class of 1989 did an 
excellent job giving Aquinas an 
early winning tradition.  

The football team, led 
by longtime St. Joseph coach 
Gennaro Mirocke, finished 9-3. 
Latin teacher Greg Wilson’s first 
girls cross country team finished 
second at the state champion-
ships. Current football coach 
Mike Thomas coached the 20-11 
volleyball team and outstanding 
19-3 girls basketball team. The 
softball team coached by English 
and theology teacher Phil Farnan 
also had a winning record, going 
17-4 in the school’s opening year.

Jenny( Sullivan) Illum, Aqui-
nas’ first homecoming queen 

and a captain of the cheer team, 
said “We were small in numbers 
then, but huge in spirit, fun and 
friendship.”

Even though school enroll-
ment has increased since 1988, 
Aquinas has kept the same spir-
ited state of mind. At the first 
Aquinas high school graduation, 
Mulvany left the first class with 
these words:

“There are three things we 
owe our children in life, and they 
are one, unconditional love, two, 
lessons of faith, and three, the 
best education you can afford to 
give them.”

Aquinas is only where it is 
today because of the faithful and 
brave students, teachers, and 
faculty that decided to give ‘the 
new school’ a try.g

First leaders set Saint standards
           1989 Medallion
The first Saints football team worked together to be successful. Led by longtime St. Joseph Bluestreak coach Gennaro Mirocke, the Saints went 9-3 against a schedule that 
featured only one Johnson County opponent (DeSoto). The first play was a misdirection that gained five yards.

                                                                                                           1989 Medallion 
Senior Scott Collin outraces the Hayden defense to the goal line in a 42-14 Saints victory in 
the playoffs. The Saints football team was led by Jerry Ratway and Kent Charlton.                                                                                              

“It was a good learning 
experience for us, al-
though not an easy one.”

- Anne (Garbee) Smith,
first StuCo president



7Features September 25, 2012

Saints filter traditions, keeping best

BRYAN ZACK
Features Editor 

Beanies are gone and hall 
decorations are back; long-
time teachers don’t miss the 
old traditions.

Many traditions at Saint 
Thomas Aquinas High School 
were started very early in the 
school’s history.  Some of them 
are still around today.                                                                           

“I like all the traditions we 
have now and don’t care to see 
any of the old traditions come 
back” said Phil Farnan, who has 
been a teacher at Saint Thomas 
Aquinas since 1988 when the 
school first opened and taught at 
St. Joseph / Aquinas in Shawnee 
before then.

Mass and school produc-
tions used to be held in the 
commons.  In the first yearbook 
Gail Prieb, English and drama 
teacher in 1988, complained that 
the lack of curtains, seating, and 
acoustics made performing in the 
commons difficult.

Homecoming week is one 
of the students’ favorites time 
of year. Sue 
Waters, Eng-
lish teacher 
since 1988, 
describes 
the first ever 
Aquinas 
homecoming 
as magical. It 
was when the 
school first 
really came 
together. Homecoming week has 
changed very little in the past 25 
years.

Not all of the traditions have 

endured.  Some traditions that 
recently disappeared were the 
Homecoming float and parade. 
Each class made a float and 
displayed it before the Home-

coming game.  
The floats were 
expensive and 
it caused kids 
to miss school 
because there 
were not enough 
people working 
on the floats. So 
two years ago the 
administrators re-
placed the floats 

with hall decorating.  Originally 
the floats were also in a parade. 
This was a St.Joe tradition that 
they tried to bring over to Aqui-

nas. They attempted doing the 
parade the first year, but it did 
not work out too well.

    The float competition 
was replaced by hall decorations. 
Many people think that this is 
new to Aquinas, but according to 
Sue Waters they had hall decora-
tions the very first year.

Aquinas has been host-
ing a cross country meet every 
year since the school opened. 
The first home cross country 
meet was named the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Fall Run, held on Oct. 
8. The opposing teams were 
Ottawa, Turner, Harmon and 
Bishop Ward, according to as-
sistant cross country coach Chris 
Ronan. Ronan was a freshman on 
that 1988 team and finished ninth 

at the Fall Run. As a senior, he 
became the school record holder 
for the fastest 5-kilometer (3.1-
mile) run in school history.

Aquinas first started hosting 
a Labor Day Weekend meet the 
following 
year and 
renamed it 
the Greg 
Wilson 
Classic in 
2006 after 
Wilson re-
tired from 
coach-
ing cross 
country. It now hosts the biggest 
and best programs in the metro 
Kansas City area.

There are also traditions 

that stopped because they made 
students feel uncomfortable.

“My daughter was forced 
to wear a cap her freshman year 
and she felt like she was being 
hazed,” said Jeannette Marstall, 

art teacher, 
whose daugh-
ter graduated 
from Saint 
Thomas Aqui-
nas in 1996. 
When Bill 
Ford became 
president 
of Aquinas 
in 1998. He 

permanently eliminated the caps 
freshman had been forced to 
wear.g

“I like all of the tradi-
tions and don’t care 
to see any old tradi-
tions come back.”

- Phil Farnan
English teacher

1989 Medallion

Senior boys put on drill team outfits to show off their dancing talents at the 1988 Homecoming Pep Rally. This tradition is often relived at the Cheer vs. Dance 
Basketball Game after basketball season. Other traditions have died out or been refined.

“My daughter was forced 
to wear a cap her fresh-
man year and she felt like 
she was being hazed.”

- Jeannette Marstall,
art teacher
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At the first Saints Homecoming...
...the King and Queen were 
   announced at a pep rally on the  
   Thursday before Homecoming.

...the Spirit week themes consisted  
   of hush day, old school uniform 
   day, jeans day, and dress up day.

...there were class competitions at the 
   pep rally.

...the dance theme was “Shangri La,” 
   meaning, “A new beginning.”

...there was a Winter Homecoming in   
   February also.

Changes in Tradition
In 1991, the Homecoming 
game was on a Sautrday.

There used to be an “STA 
T-shirt day,” where students 

could write on each 
others’ shirts.

20 people used to be 
on Homecoming Court 

instead of 10.

In 1992 a “new tradition” of 
raising money for United Way 
through raffling a balloon ride 

over Overland Park began.

In 1994, the Saints started 
having Homecoming in its 

own new stadium instead of 
Miege’s stadium.

In 1995, the float competition 
began. Before that, it was 

hall decorating.

Classes used to compete in a 
banner competition.

2005
2004 2004

20011998

25 Years of  Royalty
C
en
te
rs
p
re
ad

Centerspread by Annie Schugart

Homecoming has undergone many changes at Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
yet many traditions have proven too good to let go.

Courtesy of the 1989 Medallion.
The Winter Homecoming Court of 1989 poses for a picture during Saint Thomas Aquinas’s first year.

Courtesy of the 1991 Medallion.

Courtesy of the 1991 Medallion.

Courtesy of the 2001 Medallion.

Courtesy of the 1992 Medallion.

Seniors get involved in the pep 
rally for Homecoming in 2000.

The 1991 dance team performs at the Homecoming pep rally.

A group of juniors and 

seniors have fun at the 1990 

Homecoming dance.

Annie White smiles in shock as she hears her name announced as 1991 Homecoming Queen.

Kristin Sagars and her date 
take a breather at the first 

Homecoming dance.

Courtesy of the 1989 Medallion.

The 2012 Saints Homecoming Court. 

Back row (left to right): Robert Skevington, Tyler Clement, 

Kyle Lickteig, Hunter Swanson, Michael Peck.

 Front row (left to right): Lindsey Whigham, Catherine 

Kluempers, Alexis Leikam, Hannah Pyle, Libby Reazin.

Carla Tomc smiles as she 

is announced the Homecoming 

Queen of 1993.

1992

Courtesy of the 1994 Medallion.

1994 1995 1996 1998 2000 2001 2002 2002 2003 2004 2005

Homecoming Court through the years

Melanie Keffer | The Medallion



10 FeaturesSeptember 25, 2012

Eternal Saints

1989 Medallion yearbook

English teacher Craig Ewing works with a stymied student during the first year.  
It would be another 22 years before Ewing could get his first iPad. Instead, 
Ewing used chalkboards in a room without air conditioning but got his dream to 
“be part of building a school from the ground up.”

	 The	teachers	who	came	from	
schools	in	the	surrounding	area	
shared	the	excitement	of	the	
students	to	be	part	of	something	
new,	but	also	were	making	a	
more	permanent	leap.
	 Latin	teacher	Greg	Wilson	
left	his	teaching	job	at	Bishop	
Miege	to	join	the	Saint	Thomas	
Aquinas	community.	He	was	
very	involved	at	Miege:	teaching	
English,	coaching	the	sophomore	
girls’	basketball	team,	teaching	an	
elective	combining	Latin	and	reli-
gion	(Miege	dropped	their	Latin	
requirement),	coaching	track	and	
being	the	head	soccer	coach.	He	
left	all	of	this	due	to	his	desire	to	
be	a	teacher	at	a	school	that	just	
opened.	
	 Looking	at	the	teachers	who	
had	started	when	Miege	opened,	
Wilson	admired	them	and	
thought	the	experience	would	be	
amazing.	He	became	the	school’s	
first	cross	country	coach,	with	26	
runners.	Wilson’s	willingness	to	
work	with	runners	of	all	ability	
turned	into	a	tradition	of	large	
teams.	By	2005,	his	team	had	
grown	to	162	students.	He	re-
tired	from	cross	country	in	2005,	
but	continues	to	teach	Latin	and	
coach	track.
	 English	teacher	Craig	Ewing-
switched	from	Miege	to	Aquinas	
in	order	to	work	with	the	new	
president,	Blake	Mulvany.
	 “I	wanted	to	be	part	of	build-
ing	a	school	from	the	ground	
up,”	Ewing	said.
	 Unlike	Wilson	and	Ewing,	
Lisa	Stoecklein,	Spanish	teacher,	
whose	last	name	was	formerly	

Nash,	was	forced	to	leave	her	old	
school.	Stoecklein	worked	at	the	
old	Aquinas	in	Shawnee,	but	was	
excited	to	have	the	opportunity	
to	move	to	a	new	school.
	 Every	teacher	who	came	to	
Aquinas	took	the	risk	to	leave	an	
established	school	or	was	forced	
to	leave	one.
	 “Yes,	I	was	scared	to	leave	
Bishop	Miege.	I	did	not	won-
der	if	the	school	would	last.	I	
wondered	how	the	new	faculty	
would	work	together,”	Wilson	
said.	“Latin	was	a	required	course	
at	Aquinas.	I	wondered	if	they	
dropped	the	requirement	if	I	
would	still	have	a	job,	but	Mr.	
Mulvany	promised	me	I	could	

teach	English.”
	 Stoecklein	never	worried	
about	leaving	the	old	Aquinas	to	
work	at	the	new	school.
	 “I	was	happy	to	get	a	job	
at	the	new	school	and	was	very	
excited	to	get	in	from	the	begin-
ning.	It	was	a	big	deal,”	Stoeck-
lein	said.	
	 There	was	tension	at	the	old	
Aquinas,	though.	
	 “During	my	first	year	of	
teaching	at	the	old	Aquinas,	as	
it	became	clear	that	it	was	the	
last	year	for	that	school	in	that	
location,	all	of	the	teachers	were	
worried	about	keeping	or	getting	
a	job,”	she	said.
	 “It	was	a	very	uncomfort-

able	time	for	teachers	and	for	the	
parents	of	our	students.	Emo-
tions	ran	high	that	year.	There	
were	parents	and	teachers	who	
resented	those	of	us	who	were	
offered	jobs	at	STA.”
	 When	Ewing	looks	back,	
he	realizes	his	old	job	at	Bishop	
Miege	is	very	similar	to	his	cur-
rent	one.
	 “I	taught	junior	English	and	
I	coached	boys	soccer,”	Ewing	
said.	“But	I	looked	forward	to	a	
better	working	environment	with	
an	upbeat	and	excited	staff	sur-
rounded	by	optimism.”
	 Stoecklien	remembers	the	
old	Aquinas	only	having	400	stu-
dents	and	the	faculty	being	quite	

small.	Like	her	old	job,	she	still	
taught	all	the	Spanish	and	French	
classes	and	coached	volleyball	
and	track.	She	added	cheerleading	
sponsor	to	list	of	job	titles.
	 Wilson	saw	from	the	begin-
ning	that	this	job	would	be	dif-
ferent,	special,	and	exciting.
	 “Every	school	I	had	taught	
at	before	(Shawnee	Mission	
South,	Nallwood	Junior	High,	St.	
Ann’s,	and	Bishop	Miege)	all	had	
established	routines	and	tradi-
tions,”	Wilson	said.	“Everything	
here	was	new.	Teams	were	made.	
Uniforms	were	chosen.	It	was	
neat	because	we	had	input.	You	
could	be	one	of	the	people	who	
decided	how	to	do	it.”	G

MADISON PETRACEK
Managing Editor

Eleven teachers who took 
a chance on Saint Thomas 
Aquinas remain from Day 1.

1989 Medallion yearbook

Latin teacher Greg Wilson smiles while talking to students in 1988. When 
Wilson was teaching at Bishop Miege, he admired the teachers who had been 
at Miege since the school began and thought being apart of that experience at 
Saint Thomas Aquinas would be “amazing.”
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Photo from the 1989 Medallion yearbook

Teacher Lisa Nash grins while giving students a test in 1988. Nash was a state record-setting hurdler at the old St. Joseph High School in Shawnee, 
then a first-year foreign language teacher at Aquinas during its final year. She became one of the first teachers hired at the new Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas. Since the new school opened in 1988, she became Lisa Stoecklein and the chairwoman of the Foreign Language Department. Her son Tyler is a 
freshman on the Saints varsity soccer team.

Photo from the 1989 Medallion yearbook

Business teacher Mike Sullivan advises junior 
Andy Hodes during Keyboarding class in 1988. 
Sullivan was also a Student Council moderator 
when Aquinas started and is now known as Dr. 
Sullivan, principal of student services.

Photo from the 1989 Medallion yearbook

Math teacher Mike Thomas checks out a stu-
dent’s progress in 1988. The first year required 
teachers to take on a wide variety of tasks. 
Thomas is now the coach of an undefeated 
football team, but 25 years ago he was the coach 
of a winning volleyball team and a dominant girls’ 
basketball program.

Clipping from the 1989 Medallion yearbook

Journalism teacher Sue Waters advises her students 
on how to use the school’s only two computers. Most 
work was done with darkroom chemicals, knives, rul-
ers and glue. Waters knew the first yearbook, named 
“The Big One,” had to be special. In the first yearbook 
she is quoted, “It has to be good; it has to be so much 
of a history book. People are going to look back and 
ask what it was like when those kids first started here.” 
Most of the photos in this edition of The Shield are 
from “The Big One.”

“I did not wonder if the school 
would last. I wondered how the 
new faculty would work together.”

- Greg Wilson,
Latin teacher

“I looked forward to a better work-
ing environment with an upbeat 
and excited staff surrounded by 
optimism.”

- Craig Ewing,
English teacher

“I was happy to get a job at the 
new school and was very excited 
to get in from the beginning. It was 
a big deal.”

- Lisa (Nash) Stoecklein,
Spanish teacher



	 	 	 	 	

	
	
	
	

							Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	at-
tracted	students	and	teachers	
from	56	different	schools,	includ-
ing	Bishop	Ward,	Bishop	Miege,	
and	the	old	Aquinas.
	 Coming	into	a	new	school	
during	junior	year	and	only	
knowing	one	person	can	be	
nerve-wracking,	but	for	1990	
graduate	John	Michaels,	father	
of	senior	Dylan	Michaels	and	
freshman	Marianne	Michaels,	the	
opportunity	to	be	part	of	some-
thing	new	was	exciting.	John’s	
favorite	memories	of	high	school	
were	being	crowned	Homecom-
ing	King	and	being	elected	senior	
class	president.	
	 “It	was	a	great	feeling	coming	
in	knowing	one	person	and	end-
ing	up	with	those	honors,	but	to	
me	it	says	more	about	the	culture	
of	the	school	than	it	does	about	
me,”	Michaels	said.
	 Michaels	began	his	high	
school	experience	at	Bishop	
Ward.	He	transferred	to	follow	
his	passion	for	music.	Dennis	
Hord,	Michael’s	music	teacher,	
was	leaving	Bishop	Ward	to	run	
the	fine	arts	department	at	Aqui-
nas,	so	Michaels	followed.
	 Lori	Field	Eckerberg,	a	
1992	graduate,	has	her	brother	
to	thank	for	influencing	her	to	
come	to	Aquinas.	Eckerberg’s	
education,	until	high	school,	was	
public.	She	was	a	student	at	In-
dian	Woods	Middle	School.	Tom	
Field,	a	1991	graduate,	attended	
Bishop	Miege	his	freshman	
year	and	transferred	once	Saint	
Thomas	Aquinas	opened.
	 “I	came	to	Aquinas	because	
my	older	brother	was	going	

there.	He	had	attended	Catholic	
school	for	several	years	and	loved	
it,”	Eckerberg	said.	“I	really	
wanted	to	go	to	a	Catholic	High	
School	instead	of	a	public	one.	
I	really	liked	the	idea	of	being	a	
part	of	a	Catholic	High	School	
with	a	family	atmosphere	and	an	
excellent	educational	environ-
ment…	If	he	(Tom	Field)	hadn’t	
switched,	
then	I	
would	have	
attended	
Miege.”
	 Aquinas	
may	have	
been	new,	
but	the	
academics	
and	activities	set	a	high	bar	from	
the	beginning.	Both	Eckerberg	
and	Michaels	felt	they	received	a	
quality	education.
	 “Without	question	and	with	
several	staff	
members	still	
there	today	
it	was	easy	
to	make	the	
same	choice	
for	my	
children,”	
Michaels	
said.
	 From	the	start,	Aquinas	had	
sports	and	activities	for	students	
to	participate	in.	Michaels	feels	
he	and	his	classmates	started	a	
great	music	program.
	 “Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	
transferred	a	great	student	body	
and	staff	from	the	old	Aquinas	
and	built	around	it,”	Michaels	
said.	“We	didn’t	have	the	trials	
and	errors.	You	have	to	give	a	
lot	of	credit	to	the	old	Aquinas	
group.”
	 Pros	and	cons	come	hand	in	
hand	with	opening	a	new	estab-
lishment.
	 “We	got	to	be	the	leaders	of	
new	traditions,	everything	in	the	
building	was	brand	new,	and	we	
got	to	be	part	of	a	school	family	
enthusiastic	about	making	a	great	

start	in	academics,	sports,	and	
school	activities,”	Eckerberg	said.
	 Michaels’	class	turned	the	
disadvantages	into	advantages.
	 “We	didn’t	know	each	other	
so	we	took	time	to	reach	out	
and	meet	new	people,	try	new	
things.	I	graduated	Aquinas	
with	so	many	different	friends	
from	different	groups.	There	

really	weren’t	
any	cliques.	
Everyone	had	
this	really	great	
bond	because	
we	were	start-
ing	together.	
Like	it	or	not	
we	needed	
each	other,”	

Michaels	said.
	 As	students	walk	around	the	
Aquinas	building,	they	may	no-
tice	the	first	senior	class	and	the	
first	freshman	class	left	behind	

a	gift	and	
made	their	
mark	on	the	
school.	The	
names	of	
the	students	
in	the	class	
of	1989	are	
engraved	in	
the	bricks	in	

the	Courtyard.
	 “My	class	(1992)	was	also	
honored	by	having	our	names	
engraved	in	the	bricks	in	the	
courtyard.	It	is	fun	to	go	check	
out	our	names	when	visiting	the	
school,”	Eckerberg	said.
	 Creating	traditions	is	an	
exciting	opportunity	for	students	
at	new	schools.	The	class	of	1990	
created	dinner	theater	and	the	
basketball	pep	band.	The	beloved	
father/daughter	and	mother/son	
dances	were	started	by	the	class	
of	1992.	
	 “My	cheerleading	squad	cho-
reographed	the	motions	for	the	
‘Saints	Go	Marching	In’	drum	
chant	that	I	noticed	a	few	years	
ago	was	still	being	performed,”	
Eckerberg	said.			
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For band or for brother,
students had many motives 
to attend the new school

“It was easy to make 
the same choice for my 
children.”

- John Michaels
alum, father of two Saints

First Saints came from many places for many reasons

1989 Medallion yearbook

Junior John Michaels starts Chemistry class in 1988 by entertaining his 
classmates with a song. When music teacher Dennis Hord left Bishop Ward 
for Saint Thomas Aquinas, Michaels came along. Michaels became the senior 
class president, Homecoming King, and father of two current Saints.

1989 Medallion yearbook

Junior Charles Gilbert gets his Hush Day sticker from senior Sue Donovan in 
1988. Boys held on to their stickers until a girl made them talk, then the girl 
could take the sticker.

“We got to be the leaders 
of new traditions, every-
thing was brand new.”

- Lori (Fields) Eckerberg,
1992 graduate
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1989 Medallion yearbook

After getting past the Gatekeeper (senior Jeremy Ressel), the Scarecrow (senior Tom Brenneis), the Lion (sophomore 
Sara Daly), the Tin Man (sophomore Mary Beth Weed) and Dorothy (senior Tina Lawrence) ask the Wizard to grant their 
wishes in a 1988 performance of The Wizard of Oz. Performing a school play on the Commons stage was a challenge 
for director Gail Prieb, who complained about the lack of curtains, the seating and the acoustics. It would be 10 years 
before Saints would have a true theater.

1992 Medallion yearbook

Senior Lori Field cheers on the Saints in 1992 as the boys basketball team 
made its first state tournament appearance. Field followed her brother to Saint 
Thomas Aquinas when she was a freshman in 1988 and was part of the first 
class to attend the new school for all four years.

1989 Medallion yearbook

Senior Brian Assmann, John Lutz and Brian Nachbar ham for the camera at 
prom on April 15, 1989. The prom, themed “Midnight Masquerade,” was at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel and featured a buffet dinner for a cost of $60 per couple.
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Highlight Reel: 25 Years of Sports Moments

1992

1988 1989 1990 1991

1996 1995 1994 1993

Boys soccer team named 
national champion by USA Today

Boys soccer team named fall 
national champion by ESPN Rise

Football team plays 
on ESPNU

Girls basketball team 
goes 25-0, wins state 

championship

Boys tennis team wins 
first state championship; 
Class of 2010 racks up

26 KSHSAA titles

Boys golf team sets 
state record at 284 
(-4 under par as a 

team)

Girls golf team wins first 
Aquinas state championship; 

Saints get own stadium

Girls cross country team 
places second at state

Football team makes 
it to state champion-

ship game

Boys track and field team 
wins first state championship

Boys soccer team starts 
streak of eight titles

Baseball team wins first state title; it 
is a record eighth KSHSAA champi-

onship in one school year

Girls track and field team 
wins first state championship

Gennaro Mirocke 
retires after 39 years 
of coaching football

Softball team 
goes 22-1, wins 

first state title

Saints win KSHSAA’s 
first girls soccer title

Brian O’Neill becomes 
first boys swimmer to 

qualify for state

Girls tennis team 
wins first state title

Girls basketball team 
wins first state title

Lauren Wenski hits an amazing 
shot to beat Miege and advance 
the girls basketball team to State

1998 1999 2000 2001

2006 2005 2004 2003

2008 2009 2010 2011

1997

2002

2007

Chris Ronan wins 
boys cross country 
state championship

Volleyball team wins state after 
two runner-up finishes

Girls swim team wins 
first state title

Sean Ragan becomes 
first Saint wrestler 
to reach 100 wins
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Saints’ success spread far

	 To	call	a	Saint	Thomas	Aqui-
nas	student	anything	other	than	
a	Saint	may	seem	absurd	after	25	
years,	but	it	was	a	controversial	
decision	in	1987.
	 The	Johnson	County	Coun-
cil	of	Priests	gathered	that	year	
to	choose	a	mascot.	Someone	
suggested	Titans	since	De	La	
Salle	Academy	had	closed	in	
1971	and	there	was	no	other	
school	in	the	Kansas	City	area	
with	that	mascot.	That	idea	was	
shot	down	by	then-Archbishop	

Ignatius	J.	Strecker,	as	was	the	
suggestion	of	the	Wildcats.	
	 The	nickname	of	the	
“Saints”	was	suggested	and	de-
cided	on	by	the	priests	because	

it	was	a	nickname	that	everyone	
less	objected	to.
	 The	committee	also	decided	
that	the	colors	would	be	mod-
eled	after	Notre	Dame	Univer-
sity,	so	they	decided	on	navy	
and	gold.
	 According	to	an	Oct.	28,	
1987	article	in	the	Shawnee	Jour-
nal-Herald,	the	Council	decided	
against	choosing	Bluestreaks	
after	the	old	St.	Joseph	mascot.		
Father	Thomas	Culhane	said,	
“We	want	a	new	identity.”

Kyle Miller 
Soccer, 2004-2007

Won four state titles, 
now plays defender for 

Sporting KC.

Michael Thomas 
Soccer, 2003-2006

Won four state titles, 
number retired in 2012. 

Now playing for Sporting KC.

DaShawn Harden
Basketball, 2008-2011

Named KC Star Metro Player of the 
Year in 2011 as she helped Saints go 

25-0 and win state. 

Drew Morano 
Track and Field, 2000-2003

Became 2nd boy in Kansas 6A to win 
the 100m, 200m and 400m sprints in 

one state championship.

Drake Dunsmore
Football, 2004-2007

Named the Big 10 tight end of the 
year in 2011, drafted by NFL’s Tampa 

Bay Buccaneers in April.

Joseph Winslow
Golf, 2008-2011

Shot a 66 at state in 2011 while 
competing in tournaments around the 

nation. Now plays for Iowa.

Allison Mayfield 
Volleyball, 2005-2008

Set the single season record for kills 
as a star at KU, now playing profes-

sionally in France

Brian Smith
Football, 2004-2007

Played linebacker for Notre Dame 
and the NFL’s Cleveland Browns.

Ali Kruse 
Golf, 2008-2011

Won the individual state title 
in 2010 with a score of 70, 
now plays for Seton Hall.

Lauren Wenski
Basketball, 2000-2003

Holds the Aquinas points record 
for a career with 1,766,

went on to play for Pepperdine.

These 10 Saints didn’t stop succeeding after taking off the Saint Thomas Aquinas uniform.by the NUMB3RS

73 State Championships

50 State Runner-Ups

199 Sub-state, regional or 
district championships

111EKL Championships

8    State Championships won in
  2006-2007, a national record

2 National Championships

STA Sports

Saints not always an obvious mascot

Photo on left from The Shield archives. Photo on right by Melanie Keffer / The Medallion

The original suit for Tommy the Saint led some students to call him “Precious Mo-
ments” Tommy. The new version is more of a “Hercules” Tommy.
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The Elite Eleven: 
Teaching for 25 Years

1988-2012

Cathryn Radiel

Elizabeth Vrabac

Greg Wilson

Mike Thomas

Lisa Bauman

Mike Sullivan

Phil Farnan

Sue Waters

David Shriver

Craig Ewing

Lisa Stoeklein

What 25 Years means to you: 
“Besides my amazement that 
I’ve worked here more than 
half of my life, I’m also amazed 
when I look back on where 
we were in the early days and 
think about what we’ve 
accomplished.”

- Lisa Bauman,
English teacher

Most Inspirational Students: 
“The students who inspire me 
the most are the ones who 
struggle to learn math but keep 
working - no matter what - and 
usually end up doing well.  
Those students inspire me to 
keep going during the tough 
times.”

- Cathryn Radiel,
math department chairwoman

Most Embarassing Moment: 
“Leaving the mike on during a 
girls basketball game to scream 
‘pass it’ throughout the gym; 
did it again in football to yell 
‘he couldn’t catch a cold.’”

- Craig Ewing,
English teacher

What 25 Years means to you: 
“Did I ever believe we would 
be one of the premier high 
schools in the nation? You bet 
I did! Mr.Dubois’s ‘Wall Don’t 
Lie’ speech said it all for me.”

- Phil Farnan,
English and theology teacher
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